CELEBRATING BEXHILL 
CLOCK TOWER’S 
“400TH BIRTHDAY” 

ON SUNDAY 18TH JULY 2004 


The Clock Tower on West Parade 
Reproduced by kind permission of Bexhill Library 
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Hebbates its centenary. The Clock was  eneeted t ebrate ard V11's Cc 
tion, when the land was provided by Mr J W Webb a wealthy local builder of the 
Three tenders were submitted to Bexhill Council and the. 

to Messrs. Gaston and Ranson of Bexhill. The Clocks were to be provided ey a gee w 
and clock-maker Mr T Wright. However, due to building difficu 
aperture being too. large for the dial of the clock and the centre 
not completed until 1904. 

A Plaque should have been erected on the Clock Tower for a sum of £3 1s 6d old mor 
but this never took place. q 
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the current Chief executive of Rother District c 
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Temes the Mayor, and have a sina residue budge 
Paul Lendon presented the case at a Charter T u 
sum | of £250 for a plaque. Rother District C 
Tower, unanimously supported i proposition 
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PROGRAMME OF aves 


9.00 Sailing Cl b- Open 
- 10.30 Sailing Club - Mayors punaiit Race 
11.00 Vintage Cars on Display near the Clock Tower | 
11.00 Putting Green - Clock Tower Putting Competit i 
11.30 Rowing Club Demonstration ck 
12.00 High Tide - Swimming Race — 
12.30 Sea Scouts - Raft Making 
1.00 Arrival of Serpolet + Vintage Cars with the Mayor-Cllr Stuart Earl 
1.15 The Clock Tower - Paul Lendon 


HER PERMITTING) 


1.20 Official unveiling of the Clocktower Plaque by the mater 
1.30 Judo Demonsration fort Nd ae? 
2.30--Historic Time Walk (Duration 2 hours) aah aero 
2.30 Sailing Club Race a" 
5.00 Close 


‘ 


Times are approximate. No responsibility is accepted for | 88, ( 


Historical walk around the clocks in Bexhill 


Bexhill’s Clocks 


Clock 1 - The Clock Tower 
1904 - 2004 


Location - West Parade, Seafront 
History: 
The Bexhill Clock Tower on West Parade was builtin [@ 
1904 to celebrate Edward the Seventh’s coronation, 
but there is no plaque placed on the tower when it 
was constructed. According to local newspapers of the 
period 1902-1904, the following events took place. 

1901 Edward VII came to the throne on the death of Queen Victoria 

on January 22 1901. 


1902 In March 1902 Bexhill Town Council considered festivities for 
the Coronation, but in June because of the King’s illness festivities 
were postponed sine die. The Coronation eventually took place on 
August 9 1902. After certain local festivities the question of a 
permanent memorial was considered with £80 set aside. In September 
1902, Mr. J. W Webb, builder, of The Pages, Collington Lane, offered 
land on the West Parade for a clock tower or other monument. 
Two other offers were made, one involving a cottage hospital, 
but the council decided on the clock tower. 


1904 Construction of the clock tower was delayed and did not commence 
until February 1904! Messrs. Gastin & Ransome of Bexhill built the 
Clock Tower. Jacob Elliott & Son's patent stone composition was to be 
used in imitation bath stone in the construction. The clock was 
made by Mr. Wright, a watch and clockmaker at Beechcroft 
House, 19 Devonshire Road and he wound up and started the 
clock on Monday 19th July 1904. 


2004 To celebrate its 100 years anniversary, a commemorative plaque 
placed and unveiled by the Mayor - Sunday 18th July 2004. 


With grateful thanks for the help and co-operation of the following: 
Rother District Council, Reprographics, Charter Trustees, Bexhill Library, 
Bexhill Museum, Roger Gillett, Old Town Preservation Society, 
Leisure Together, Bexhill Sailing Club and Di Paolo 
Published by A.P.E.C.S. (Bexhill) 01424 844641. 
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CELEBRATING THE ees TOWER CENTENARY 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 


BEXHILL CLOCK TOWER 


The Bexhill Clock Tower has stood on West 
Parade for a hundred years. In July 2004, 
it celebrates its Centenary 

The Clock was constructed to celebrate 
Edward V11's Coronation. 

Sunday, 18th July 2004, the Mayor, a local 
Bexhillian will arrive in a 1904 veteran 
car of the period to unveil a plaque. 


Why is the Bexhill Clock Tower 


in its present colour scheme? 
Back in 1992, the Clock Tower needed a 
facelift. The Council employed a designer 
who came up with three schemes. The first 
two favoured keeping the original cream 
colour which was imitation bath stone. 
The committee chose the third, a 
multi-colour theme. 

As they say, the rest is History! 


LIMITED 


Bringing you some 
of the best Sport & 


Leisure in Bexhill 
We are delighted to be 
supporting the best things 
in Bexhill - Happy Birthday 
the Clock Tower 
LeisurE TOGETHER 
01424 846245 
BexuiLt LeEIsuURE CENTRE 
01424 731171 
BexuiLL LEIsuRE Poo. 
01424 731508 


— Free House — 
BAR/RESTAURANT 


° + Real Ales 


¢ Regular 3 Course 
Sunday Carvery at £10.50 


+ Bar Snacks 


¢ Lunch time and 
Evening Meals 


¢ Special Occasions 


te: 01424 222350 


15 Terminus Rd, Bexhill-on-Sea 


The Promenade, 


_ Bexhill-on-Sea, 
E. Sussex. 
IN40 1BP 


Graham Smith 
(Proprietor) 


Peter McLaughlin 


(Manager) 
Telephone: 
01424 731840 


|| Clock1 Clock Tower, West Parade 
/|| Clock2 Sundial, Seafront 
‘| Clock3 DeLa Warr Court 
Clock4 Youth Centre 


Clock5 Town Hall 
Clock6 OldTown 
"| Clock7 Hospital 
% |Clock8 Athletic Club 
" Clock9 St Francis School 
» | Clock10 West Station 
Wl Clock 11 Old Cafe, Park 
| Clock 12 Hollenden House 


LE 13 Marina, Seafront 
eee ‘ 
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WANTED 


FRIENDS OF BEXHILL LIBRARY 


A Friends Group is being set up for Bexhill 
Library. These are made up of interested 
members of the public who support, promote 
and enhance the services provided by the library 
authority and its staff. 

WHAT WOULD A GROUP DO? 


Some possibilites are: 


* Collect signitures for a new library in Bexhill 

* Bid for funds not available to library 
authorities and help with fundraising 

* Inform local people about the library and its 
facilites 

* Encourage membership of the library 

* Support library events 

* Hold events at-the library 


Friends Groups in East Sussex have a 
Constituion, which has been approved by the 
Charity Conmmission: Groups can therefore 
apply for Charity Status. 


If you are interested, please leave your details at 
the library and we will contact you shortly 


SBS CONSUMABLES 
Unit 5, De La War Mews 
(off Station Road-opposite Sainsbury) 
Bexhill on Sea, TN40 1RD 
Stockist of compatible inks at very 
low prices, Toners & stationery 
Tel: 01424 730296 


Fax: 01424 212084 
Email: sosconsumables @ aol.com 


On the Buses 
with Paul Lendon 


125 Buxton Drive, 
Bexhill on Sea TN38 6AS 


TEL: 014424 225430 


Local Historian available for 
TALKS and WALKS 


CAN YOU ENTER BEXHILL IN BLOOM? 


You do not need to be a member to en- 
ter, you just need to have a business 
or a garden which can be seen from 


the road! 

The aim of Bexhill and South & South East 
in Bloom is to encourage all sectors of the 
community to work together to improve and 
enhance their town centre through plants, 
trees, shrubs, flowers and landscaping. 
The competition promotes a floral welcome 
to visitors, with colourful attractive flowers 
which can transform shopping centres, office 
buildings, railway stations, hotels, guest 
houses, public houses and residential front 
gardens. 

Imaginative landscaping, shrubs, trees 
and bedding plants can beautify road verges, 
round-abouts, public parks and can all 
contribute towards the floral impression. 

The annual Bexhill in Bloom competition 
is a way of encouraging residents and 
businesses to dress up the town with flowers. 

Everyone derives pleasure from the 
results and the winner in each Category is 


Working 
with 
Rother 
District 
John O'Conner = Council 


Grounds Maintenance Limited 


hocal 40 Beeching Road, Bexhill on Sea 
Office: _ East Sussex TN39 3LJ 
01424 217636 


Do You NEED HELP PRODUCING 


A MAGAZINE? WE CAN HELP! 
WE ALSO OFFER THE FOLLOWING: Typesetting; 
CV's; Secretarial Service; Address Labels; 
Leaflets; Business Cards; Headed Paper; 
Posters; Personalised Cards-for all occasions 
Laminating plus Magnetised; 
Mono & Full Colour Printing 
OVER 23 YEARS PUBLISHING EXPERIENCE 


A.P.E.C.S 


Tel/Fax: 01424 844641 Mobile: 0780 192 1105 


Historical walk around the clocks in Bexhill 


Clock 6-Old Town-Queen Victoria Clock- 
Location - Old Town VR 1887 
History: 

Bexhill’s Oldest Clock. Built to celebrate Queen 
Victoria’s Golden Jubilee in 1887. The Clock was 
paid for by public subscription plus additional 
donations from the Old Town citizens, five of 
whom became trustees of the clock. The 100th 
anniversary of the clock was celebrated by the 
Old Town Preservation Society in 1987. 


Clock 7 - Hospital - 1933 

Location - Holliers Hill 

History: 

The clock was placed on the Hospital in 1933. 
There is also a clock in the reception area with a 
special inscription - *Time to remember’ in 
memory of Enid Ruffhead, who was founder 
member of the League of Friends of Bexhill 


Hospitals. 


Clock 8 - Amateur Athletic Club Clock 
Tower- May 1946 

Location - Little Common Road 

History: 

Originally the site was donated by Mr CE 
Winterton Lambert in 1937. Stone laid 12th 
May 1937 - Coronation day by CLLR WN 
Cuthbert who was Mayor of Bexhill at the time 
It became the Amateur Athletic Club in 1946 


Clock 9 - St Francis School - 1905 
Location - West Down Road 

History: 

This was one St Francis Girls School (Private 
School). It was closed down in 1972. At its peak 
in the Empire days, Bexhill was said to have 
enough Private schools for every day of the year! 
So much so that the main Bexhill Station had to 


be extended to take extra school trains. 
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Historical walk around the clocks in Bexhill 


POEM ON THE CORONATION 
CLOCK TOWER (1904 - 2004) 


- By Paul Lendon, Bexhill 


One hundred years upon this spot I have stood 
Heralding the reign of Edward the Seventh 
With hope of peace and mounting wealth 
Severely dimmed by ignorance and greed. 


eK 


Built of granite, brick and glass 
My tower enfolds a clock and silent bell 
Measuring time by night and day 
And charting strangers on their way. 


* desk 


Life, though, has not been always dull 
Coping with elemental change and seismic threat 
Has tested my mettle to the full 
And given hope of better days. 


oe sos 


Ships I have seen, passing day and night 
With multifarious cargoes filled 
Surviving temperamental seas and heaving winds ° 
Their destination to achieve. 


2K 


The years have passed with monarchs come and gone 
And Britain’s role in history changing fast 
Whilst for good or ill I have played my part 

As silently my vigil I pursue. 
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